Parish Forum – 5th December 2007

St Ann’s Hall

1. Opening Prayer

2. Apologies: 

Brendan Lally, Felicity Fletcher, Michael O’Brien, Ann Donnelly, Mick Ward, Lee Mellor, Maureen Aldous

Present:

Marianne Down (chair)


Kath Hoyle

Ann Whitfield 



Vera Houlton

John Wood



Kath Wade

Claire Wood



Ann Roberts

Nora Carr




Peter Neal

Doug Carr




J. Barry

Gerald Coyne



John O’Brien

John Donnelly



Peter O’Brien

Barbara Horsman



Chris Thorpe

John Wright



Tim Thorpe

Dorothy Savage



Andrea Whitehead

3. Minutes of Last Meeting 

were not available (apologies from Ann Whitfield – who forgot to put them on website)

4. Deanery Groups

We have been asked to provide representatives for each of the six groups that have been formed at Deanery level. There are already representatives of the Parishes attending follow up meetings of the various groups following the Deanery Day in January this year. First there was feedback from representatives of these groups present at this meeting. 

Liturgy group

Meetings of this group have been attended by Ann Roberts, Maureen Aitkin, and Chris Wood. They are currently following up a proposal for organising joint deanery training for readers

Pastoral Care

Meetings of this group have been attended by John Wright and Brendan Lally.

The last meeting was held on 22nd Sept where the theme was ‘a welcoming church’. Each person gave examples from there own parish of various aspects of welcome, followed by, general discussion and ideas to take away. 

Some examples of welcoming new parishioners included:-

At St Francis of Assis – new parishioners are given a leaflet containing times of masses, core group members etc.

At Penistone – new parishioners from Poland have been greeted by a welcome message in polish.

Another workshop has been organised for 19th January (Saturday) at Sacred Heart Parish Hall 2pm until 4 pm – the theme is bereavement groups. Members of our Bereavement group especially are invited to attend.

Bereavement Group

There was a report from Kath Hoyle who is a member of the parish bereavement group.  The aim of the group is to provide support for Father Harney in planning services, after funeral they try to visit the family and take a gift of a candle. The fourth bereavement Mass was held last month (November) and was really well attended, (over 50 people) and was very well received by all. The group also send a card for the first Christmas and on the first anniversary.  There is also a book where all deaths are recorded, which is presented at Mass. 

Young People

Marianne Down and Andrea Whithead have attended deanery meetings of this group. Recently the main topic for discussion has been the appointment of a Deanery Youth Worker, which is now going ahead. At the last meeting there was discussion about the job specification and some debate about whether the candidates must be a catholic or not. Marianne has written to express a preference that a catholic is appointed – there should be enough suitable catholic candidates to fill this role. The person appointed also needs to be a graduate and will be sponsored on a part time youth development course at Huddersfield University – as part of the deal.

Buildings and Maintenance 

There have been a number of meetings of this group and there is a diocesan advisor  (Pat Gaffney), who is helping parishes ensure that they are meeting Health and Safety requirements and advising on building maintenance issues.

Don Aitkin has attended Deanery meetings representing St Ann’s.

Peter and Brendan are looking after St Mary’s building – have had first risk assessment.

Justice and Peace/ Mission

Currently this group is represented by Ann Whitfield from St Ann’s and a number of representatives from St Marys ( Pat Punt, Chris Wood, Rene Columbo).

Meetings are usually held at the Sacred Heart in Hillsborough and are an opportunity for members of the various parishes to share ideas and their experience in the areas of Inter Faith dialogue/Ecumenism, Faith and the Environment, Fair Trade, Justice and Peace. There is usually a list of forthcoming events and current campaigns circulated. Members of the group and other interested parties are sent regular emails about campaigns and appeals and are encouraged to write to MP’s or sign petitions. If anyone would like to be included in these emails – please contact annwhitfield@btinternet.com

Father Harney pointed out that there is a very active Interfaith Forum in Sheffield

Maureen Duggan and Barbara Horseman had recently attended a Hindu evening which was wonderful – explained about their faith, watched worship and had meal and opportunity to meet members of their community.

Faith Formation 

John Donnelly and Ann Hall are currently attending the meetings of this group.

At previous meetings there has been discussion about what goes on in the various parishes and what people would welcome.  The group has a very small membership, usually about 3 people. There is also a subgroup organising Deanery quiet day – everything is booked except a keynote speaker.  This is planned for Sunday 13 April at Mount St Mary’s.  Chesterfield. Fr Trask from St Thomas More’s is helping organise that event.

There is only one of the current series of CAFÉ events left to go at St Ann’s. There are eight sessions in the series so there are four left to run next year (maybe in Lent).

The recent series started of with good attendance, but only a select few attended the last one. Next one is next Wednesday ( Dec 12th). 

The members of the meeting were then invited to take part in a short 10 minute discussion around these topics  specifically, what are we doing in our parish, what is missing, can we nominate a representative from each parish (or 2 preferably) to attend the diocese meetings.

Everyone was invited to join a group of their choice.

Feedback from discussion

Liturgy

There was discussion about what went on at the meetings, and more about the planned training day. Chris Wood is to approach someone to be another rep from St Mary’s.

Pastoral Care

Discussed bereavement mass and Eucharistic services. There is no representative from St Ann’s at the moment. Vera will try and approach someone.

Youth group

A regular youth group is needed - inclusive of everyone – although we currently have a youth production which includes most of the young people from the parish, there are no planned regular activities throughout the year (just ad hoc events). We need to do something to get a youth group up and running. Possibly ask Elizabeth Bishop or Sarah Garvey to get involved at St Mary’s. Need to do something to get the youth back into the church – they are the future. Could maybe use Diocese resources – need young people to help attract youth.

St Williams have got some help setting up a youth group, by a team of young people taking a gap year called In Reality. We could ask them to help and the Youth Worker when they are appointed.

Finance and Premises

There was some discussion about the need to promote giving via direct debit and gift aid. Direct giving makes budgeting much easier as a certain amount of income is guaranteed each week. Can also claim tax back on the direct giving.

Peter  O’Brien will speak to Brendan about a representative for the diocese group from St Mary’s (assume Don will continue to represent St Ann’s)

Justice and Peace/ Mission

There was some discussion about how we can invite people back to church who used to attend and don’t now. It was agreed that we should invite past parishioners to participate in the 150th Celebrations. 

Father said that our school is now a mission school with only around 50% of the pupils who are Catholics. It was suggested that we should ask the school to lead the Mass at both churches on a regular basis ( e.g. every month or so). 

Barbara mentioned the Stocksbridge Bridge Community Shop run by Churches Together (including quite a few of our parishioners) and that  all of the proceeds are used to fund local community groups.  There is also a group of around 70 local youngsters doing the Duke of Edinburgh award who are getting involved in community activities (e.g. dry stone walling, clearing woodlands and paths).

Faith Formation

This was a very small group (John and Barbara – who has agreed to be a second representative for this group, - more volunteers needed especially from Penistone.

5. Churches together in Penistone

There is a requirement for us to agree to a proposed amendment to constitution regarding tenure of officers, which Pat read out and was agreed by the meeting.

Events in Penistone for  the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

· Main event is at  St Saviours Thurlstone on Jan 20th  at 3.pm

· Prayer session at St Marys on Wed 23rd 10.30am– Pat needs offers of help – the theme is Justice and Peace

· Women's World day of prayer Friday March 7th at 2.30pm. - Pat needs help for this too.

6. Musical instruments in Penistone

Chris / TimThorpe said that the little organ in the church is not powerful enough and the piano also well used, therefore it may be worth pursuing an electronic piano, that can be programmed. Future of organ playing is bleak – very few people can play these days.  It was agreed that this should be followed up by getting some idea of what is available and at what cost.

AOB

Main Entrance to St Ann’s Hall

Barbara raised the issue of insulation in the hall (it was a windy night and the draughts were obvious). 

· The outer door keeps banging when it's windy. 

· Hall is badly insulated.

Suggested that we look into removing concrete at front and installing a double glazed unit, adding wind proof fastenings  and double glazing to the windows and a porch on other door at the back.

To be raised at finance committee. 

Also gents needs renovating.

Replacing benches in St Ann’s  

There were various views on this suggestion– some people thought is would reduce seating capacity which may be significant at certain services (e.g. Christmas and Easter). There was a suggestion that it might be possible to reduce size of benches and add supplementary chairs. 

More opinions need to be obtained.

Children's Liturgy at 9.15 Mass 

Maureen Aldous now has this up and running, she needs help either from parents or others. Also they need someone to let them know when it is time to come back into church. – It was suggested that one of the servers could do this.

Offertory Envelopes

Can we have St Ann’s spelt correctly when next ordered  - this will need to be 2009 as next year’s have already been printed.

There are still a few tickets left for the Christmas Production – see Peter Neal.

Date of Next Meeting was set for Thursday 6th March  2008 

The main agenda item is to be planning for the 150th Anniversary of the opening of St Ann’s Deepcar – which is in August 2009. 
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